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FILED UNDER 37 CPR 1 .53(b) 
Filing Date Granted 

ltejtmR^RUl^tiLX<^^d AbandflmnAttt; 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below 
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all 
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by . 
filing a petition accompanied by the extension tee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

» . The oath or declaration is unsigned. / 

• To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR i .16(e) of 
. . $130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items identified in this letter. 

The following item(s) appear to have been omitted from the application: 
m fage(s) 3*21 of the specification (description and claims), 

L Should applicant contend that the above-noted omitted item(s) was. in fact deposited in the U.S. Patent and 
;.Tra^arJp.Office(ySPTO) with the nonprovlsional application papers, a copy of this Nbtice and a petitlori (and r 

19$.pp petition fee (37 CFR 1:1 7(h))) with evidence of such deposit must be filed within TWO MONTHS 3 of ft e 
: diate qf thls Notice; The petition fee will be refunded if is determined that the item(s) was received, by the USPTQ. 

IL Should applicant desire to supply the .omitted ftem(s) and accept the date that such omitted itero(s) was filed' in 
the. USPTO.as the filing date of the above-identified application, a copy of this Notice, the omitted item(s) (with a 
: supplemental oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63 and 1.64 referring to such items), and a petition 
under 37 CFR 1.182 (with the $130.00 petition fee (37 CFR 1.17(h)) requesting the later filing date must be fifed 
Within TWO MONTHS of the date of this Notice. 



Applicant is advised that generally the filing fee required for an application is the filing fee in effect on the filing " . 
date accorded the application and that payment of the requisite basic filing fee on a date later than the filing date 
of the application, requires payment of a surcharge (37 CFR 1.16(e)). To avoid processing delays and payment of 
a surcharge, applicant should submit any balance due for the requisite filing fee based on the later filing date 
• being requested when submitting the omitted items(s) and the petition (and petition fee) requesting this later filing 
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date. 



Itt. The failure to file a petition (and petition fee) under the above options (I) or (II) within TWO MONTHS of the 
date of this Notice (37 CFR 1.161(f)) will be treated as a constructive acceptance by the applicant of the . 
application as deposited in the USPTO. THIS UMOJfifiNIH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE UNDER 37 CFR 
1.136(a) or (b). In the absence of a timely filed petition in reply to this Notice, the application will maintain: a filing \ 
date, as of the date of deposit of the application papers in the USPTO, and original application papers (/.«•• the 
original disclosure of the invention) will include only those application papers present in the USPTO on the date of 
deposit.' 

In the event that applicant elects not to take action pursuant to options (I) or (II) above (thereby constructively 
e!ectln&.option.(lll)) i amendment of the specification to renumber the pages consecutively and cancel Incomplete 
sentences caused by any omitted page(s), and/or amendment of the specification to cancel all references tQ any 
omitted drawing(s), relabel the drawing figures to be numbered consecutively (if neceasery), and correct the ' 
references in the specification to the drawing figures to correspond with any relabeled drawing figures t is -required 
A . copy of the drawing figures showing the proposed changes in red ink should accompany with any drawing 
changes .Such amendment and/or correction to the drawing figures, if necessary, should be -by way of 
preliminary amendment submitted prior to the first Office action to avoid delays in the prosecution of the 
application. ■ • • • 



; Total additional fee(s) required for this application (s $1 90 for a Large Entity 

■ . t 

' " m $130 Late oath or declaration Surcharge. 



: Replies should be mailed to: 



Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply; 



rax: /o*5*4*duo 




Jan Zi: 2UU« 

w 



P. 07 

Page 1 of 2 



United States Bctent and Trademark Offtge 



ONITBD STATUS DEPA1 
Vnlted I Statu P*t<mt ana Trademark 
. j K» PATENTS 

l »IMW 



. APPL MO.. 



"ToATE 71 | ARTJJNIT£fH.PSB REc7 




ATTY.OOCKBT NO 



DRAWINGS LTOTCLM8 



»|iNDCLiyia[ 



10/887,503 10/15/2003 3721 



000027777 

PHILIP S. JOHNSON 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON 

ONE JOHNSON & JOHNSON. PLAZA 

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08833-7003 



806 



END-887CIP 



27 



22 



„ „— rnr^ CONFU*MAT ION NO. 9046 

RECEIVED FILING RECEIPT. 



• " JAN 2 2004 -00000000011716874 

J&J PAT. DKT. SECTION 



- . . _ Date Mailed: 01/2072004 

w QGfl ?n l a QtMC >$|siG»llo£^'MT1EM ransidered in" its" order and you "will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U,S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or .draft are subject to collection. Please verity the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt If >n 
error le noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Pllitig 
Receipt Corrections, facsimile number 703-740-9199. Please provide a copy of this Piling Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon, if you received a "Notice to Pile Missing Parte" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with y?ur reply to the Notice. When the U$PTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if 
appropriate). * " ^ - 



Applicants). 



Kevin Doll, Mason, OH; 
iMichaerEarfSeteer, Burlington, KY; 
Frederick E. Shelton IV, Hillsboro. OH; 
Kenrieth Wales, Mason, OH; 



Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

This application iea CIP of 10/441,424 06/20/2003 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/17/2004 



'{. Projected Publication Date: To Be. Determined - pending completion of Missing Parts 
Non-Publlcatlon Request: No 
Early Pubiicatrdn Request: No 



Title 



Surgical stapling instrument having a single lockout mechanism for prevention of firing 
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Preliminary Class 
227 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 36, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 



The applicant tiafe been granted a Ifcense under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued. In all applications where ' 
the.concUttons for issuance of a license have been met, regardlessof whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5:15, The Scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 8.15(b); The license is subject to- revocation tipon Wrfteh notification. The 
date indicated Is the effective date of th$. license, unless an earlier license of similar saSpe Has bBen;.granted : 



This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used . at any time on or after the effective date thereof . 
unless it is revoked. This license Is automatically transferred to any related applicatibns(s) filed under 37 CFR ' 
1.63(d). This license id not retroactive, . :; ; ; .\ ;y 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for. the security, of the subject 
matter 'a$. imposed by. any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to fespfbnage and the 
national -security or the export of technical date. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulation*, 
•feudally- with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and implements of Vter (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of : 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control,' 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

mot QBANXED 

No. license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE ..GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFp : 
.5.12-,' if a lloense'.is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application/ If 6 month* - ■ 
has Japsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not. received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181 , the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 
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